
SHAMROCK TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC HEARING
Wednesday, June 24, 2026

Chair Tom Meyer called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 pm at Big View Road, the site of the requested road vacation. Present were Chair Tom Meyer, Supervisor Ernie Darlow; Supervisor Brock Hayes; Supervisor Ron Flatten, Supervisor Bruce Johnson; Clerk Candace Kral; property owner Glenn Brown and two concerned citizens.

Tom Meyer explained that the purpose of the hearing was to gather information and discuss the Petition for Vacation of Big View Road. The group walked the property and Big View Road. Board members asked questions regarding the Browns’ potential plans for rebuilding the residence. Discussion included the proposed house location, possible septic concerns, potential tree removal, and applicable bluff setback requirements. During the site review, the Board of Supervisors acknowledged that Mr. Brown’s existing septic system, propane tank, and primary driveway are currently located within the Big View Road right-of-way. It was also noted that Big View Road extends to the shoreline and terminates at the boundary of Mr. Brown’s L-shaped parcel, with no roadway connection beyond that point.

At 6:10 p.m., the public hearing was temporarily recessed at the project site and reconvened at the Shamrock Town Hall for the continuation of the hearing and further public comment.

Tom Meyer brought the meeting to order reconvening the public hearing at the Shamrock Town Hall at 6:14 p.m. A Zoom meeting was started for any remote attendees; the citizens were present in person and four on zoom – among the attendees were both Mr. & Mrs. Brown. The floor was then opened any comments and concerns from the public in attendance in person or on zoom. 

The Board also noted that the Township contains numerous platted road rights-of-way that have remained undeveloped or unused since their original dedication. Members discussed the unique characteristics of Big View Road and weighed the potential benefits and drawbacks of both vacating the roadway and retaining it as a public right-of-way. Board members observed that modifications to the proposed construction plans could potentially address some of the concerns raised by the petitioner. Discussion also included the possibility that, if the vacation request were denied, the Township could consider allowing a reduced road right-of-way setback of 10 feet rather than the standard 30 feet and could continue to permit use of a portion of the roadway as access to the property. Conversely, it was noted that a significant portion of the roadway consists of a steep embankment and that the road extends only to the boundary of Mr. Brown's L-shaped parcel, with no connection to another roadway or property beyond that point, which may limit its potential future public use.

Following discussion, Tom Meyer made a motion to direct the Township Attorney to prepare a resolution denying the requested vacation for review and possible action at the Board's regular July meeting. The motion failed for lack of a second.

After continued discussion, Bruce Johnson made a motion to direct the Township Attorney to prepare a resolution approving the requested vacation for review and possible action at the Board's regular July meeting, seconded by Brock Hayes; Motion carried by the following vote: Bruce Johnson – Yes; Brock Hayes – Yes; Ernie Darlow – Yes; Ron Flatten – Yes; Tom Meyer – No.

Board members acknowledged that the decision involved balancing competing considerations regarding the future public value of the roadway and the circumstances presented by the petitioner. The Board further stated that each road vacation request presents unique facts and circumstances and must be evaluated on its own merits. Members emphasized that their discussion and consideration of this request should not be viewed as establishing a precedent for future road vacation petitions. The Board concluded that additional review and formal action would take place at the regular July meeting upon receipt of the proposed resolution from the Township Attorney.

Public Hearing adjourned 7:26 pm
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